
It took 33 days of testimo-
ny, 400 pieces of evidence
and more than 90 witnesses
for the Florida  jury to
reach a verdict for Casey
Anthony of ‘not guilty’  of

the  murder of her 2-year-old daughter, Caylee. Casey’s
attorney told the jury that she was a victim of an abu-
sive upbringing.
Casey continually changed her stories regarding her

daughter’s disappearance and finally said she and her
father found her floating in their above-ground pool.
Much of the country is very disturbed, even though

the judge gave her maximal sentence and fines for her
four untruths to the police as they seek information on
the cost to the community for Casey’s many lies.
Casey is scheduled to be free on July 17 and is also

scheduled for a deposition regarding the story she told
about a baby sitter and her job in Orlando.
To avoid another such event, four states have drafted

what they are calling, ‘Caylee’s Law’ in which it will
be a felony if a child is not reported missing within a
certain number of hours.  Florida is one of the states
seeking the passage of such a law.  If this law had been
in place in 2008, Casey would not be going free this
month.

It was an awesome occasion as the
City of Jacksonville, the nation’s
15th and Florida’s largest city,
watched it’s new mayor get sworn in
with a theme, one vision, one city.
As a very religious, giving man,

Mayor Brown initiated his inaugura-
tion festivities with a mock ceremony
the day before for the city’s youth.
Not using taxpayers money, Mayor

Brown had a prayer breakfast with
Bishop T. D. Jakes, Dallas, TX, as
the main speaker.  Other powerful
men in the ministry joining him
included a Hindu priest, a Jewish
rabbi, and Father Peter Church from
First Coast Christian Outreach.
Bishop Jakes told the audience,

“You’ve got a winner.”  He closed by saying to Mayor Brown, “You da man, dude.”
Florida Senator Tony Hill and Audrey Moran served as master and mistress of ceremony.  Mayor Brown’s

mother and the mayor’s twin brother, Alden Brown, sat in the audience with many other family members.  Also
present was civil rights leader Martin Luther King III who said that he “felt special just being here for this inau-
guration.”
Present was former Jacksonville mayors, Congresswoman Brown and Wilson, Sheriff Rutherford, and many

more.  Senator Hill and State Representative Mia Jones are now  members of the mayor’s staff.  Senator Hill
resigned from his post, opening the door for a special election.                                  Continued on Page B-1

Median titan, including Fox News, Rupert Murdoch,
seeking to protect his News Corp. empire by stanching
damage from a deepening phone-hacking scandal
Thursday, is sacrificing the mass-circulation British
weekly News of the World.  The closure means the end
of the 168 year old paper with a circulation of more
than 2.5 million and generates about $61 million  a
year.  The scandal has taken a toll on News Corp.-Fox
News, The Wall Street Journal, the New York Post and
the online app, The Daily, driving down its stock price.
Some advertisers were fleeing.
Fox News is known for passing on misinformation to

the public.  On February 14, 2003, a Florida Appeals
Court ruled there is absolutely nothing illegal about
deliberately lie or distort the news on a television
broadcast.
The final issue of News of the World would include

no paid advertising.

Tight end, John Mackey,
who was the second tight
end inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame, died
Wednesday.  He was 69.
Mackey had been dealing

with frontotemoral demen-
tia and became very con-
fused.  In 2006 he became

angry when he saw Indianapolis Colts Marvin Harrison
wearing the No. 88 jersey that he used to wear.  He  rev-
olutionized the position during his nine seasons with
the Baltimore Colts and served as the first president of
the NFL players’ association.  In Super Bowl V, he
reeled in a pass while playing the Dallas Cowboys and
scampered into the end zone for a then-Super Bowl
record 75-yard touchdown reception.  He finished his
career with the San Diego Chargers.
Mackey missed just one game during his 10-season

career.

The Carver County
Sheriff’s Office reports
that the Rock and Roll
Hall of Farner has fallen
behind $368,382 on his
20-acre former home in
the Minneapolis suburb
that has been his home
since 1980.  However,
he no longer lives there
and had it leveled in
2005.  The property is
valued at $1.15 million.

It is believed that the foreclosure will not place for the
musician.  There is so much happening with the banks
and homeowners.
Bank of America and its Countrywide unit is sched-

uled to pay $8.5 billion to settle claims that the lenders
sold poor-quality mortgage-backed securities that went
sour when the housing market collapsed.

Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Pimco
Investment Management, and Blackrock Financial
argued that Countrywide enriched itself at the expense
of investors by continuing to service bad loans while
running up servicing fees.
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choice, striving to
make a difference.
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Treasury Department officials have warned that the
current $14.3 trillion debt ceiling has to be raised by
August 2 to avoid a potential default.   President
Obama has the power to control this serious fight.
The president said Thursday that he will not sign any

agreement that fails to raise the debt ceiling beyond the
2012 election.  However, he has not said that he will
not protect this country and utilize the 14th
Amendment for debt, even though Republican law-
makers  have stated that they will take him to court if
he uses the 14th Amendment to save Americans.  
Congress first placed a statutory limit on total federal

debt in 1917 in the Second Liberty Bond Act.  Since
1962 it has altered the limit through 74 separate meas-
ures, raising it 10 times since 2001.
Debt being considered valid is completely different

than defaulting on interest payments for that debt.  You
can only default on valid debt as determined by
Congress.  Therefore, it is recommended that our law-
makers first determine what debt is valid.     
In spite of how the majority in Washington continues

to fight the president regarding the debt ceiling they
are fighting harder to decrease social security, medicaid
and medicare benefits. They continue to increase or
retain tax benefits for the wealthy on the backs of mid-
dle and lower income Americans.  Their fight reaps of
greed and selfishness as regular Americans suffer.
The present administration should not have continued
the Bush tax benefits to the wealthy without a stipula-
tion requiring them to create jobs.  As it now stands, the
tax benefits only place heavier pads in the pockets of
the wealthy with no penalties if they don’t contribute to
the economy in a sharing manner.

by Lonzie Leath
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“Minorities have Fought too Hard for too Long to Take
a Giant Leap Backwards,” said Congresswoman
Brown.  Please plan to attend  the hearing, and help
spread the word to others.  This is your opportunity to
let them know how important it is for you to have them
follow the Fair District standards when they re-draw
their own and Congressional districts.
What:  Legislative Redistricting Hearings
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What Can One Person Do?
Activist Reveals How One Act of Community Service Can Spark Thousands More

Don’t tell Lisa Sellman that one person can’t make a difference. She knows better.
Sellman, a community activist and lifelong volunteer, recently learned how one act of kindness can set off a

chain reaction that can span the globe.
“It just started out with me asking a regional pet food company for a donation of dog food for Red Lake Rosie’s

in Minnesota,” said Sellman, a professional dog trainer and owner of a pet care business. “I called Solid Gold
Northland, and one of the marketing managers there advised me that they were trying to increase the number of
people who ‘liked’ them on Facebook, and that if I could get 40 new Facebook members to click on their ‘like’
button, they’d give me $200 worth of pet food.”

So Sellman, who currently volunteers for six different community groups, sent a message out to all her
Facebook friends inviting them to Solid Gold Northland’s fan page on Facebook. Somehow, the invite made it to
the Facebook page of The Patrick Miracle, a page devoted to the story of a two year old pitbull found by a janitor
in a dumpster. Their Facebook page has charted over 109,000 “like” clicks from users. When the founders of the
page posted Sellman’s invite, Solid Gold Northland received more than 2,000 new fans from all over the world in
the course of about 48 hours.

“When I contacted them the next week, they were blown away by how quickly the response took off,” said
Sellman, also author of the children’s book The Legend of the Wolves of Gunflint Lake (www.dreamcatcher-
press.us), which contains the theme of the value of community service and which she hopes will serve to inspire
others. “As a result of the combined outreach, Solid Gold Northland and Chuck and Don’s Pet Food Outlet have
committed a donation of $2,000 worth of pet food, and I’ve helped to forge new friends from other countries who
all care about the same things I care about. And it all started with a simple posting on Facebook because I want-
ed to help a local animal shelter. It’s been magical.”

Sellman’s simple act was a drop in the bucket compared to her schedule of volunteer activities. She works as
an after school care volunteer at the Minneapolis Indian Center, a special events assistant at the Loft Literary
Center, a volunteer marketing director for canine events at the Gunflint Lodge (the real location contained in her
children’s book), and a trail staff assistant with Wilderness Inquiry, where she and her husband take disabled chil-
dren and adults on outdoor adventures throughout the US.  They’ve been volunteers with this organization since
1997.

“Although I work hard, I love being able to serve my community.” Sellman said.  “The people in all the organ-
izations I’m involved with, all share my values and my world view and they are my friends and my family. The
people and the activities fill up my life with fun, joy and a purpose I could never have achieved any other way. It
doesn’t mean that I think everyone should take the same path that I have. I know most people don’t have the time.
My point is this: it only takes one simple act, one click of a mouse button to start a movement. It happened to me
and it can happen to you. All you need to do is give it a shot.”

About Lisa Sellman: Lisa Sellman, owner and professional dog trainer at Aloha Pet Care & Dog Training, vol-
unteers for half a dozen charitable organizations. She believes that community service is its own reward, a mes-
sage that resonates throughout her new children’s book The Legend of the Wolves of Gunflint Lake.
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